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INTRODUCTION

So many people are intensely searching for purpose and
meaning in life. Maybe this describes where you are right now.

Are you asking questions like, Why am I here? What have I
been put on this planet to do? What is my destiny? Here is the
problem with how many people approach the question of
purpose: many are looking outside of themselves for their
purpose, destiny, or meaning in life. The very key to knowing
your purpose is discovering and celebrating your personal
identity.

When you know who you are, how you have been
intricately designed by the Master Craftsman, and discover
that you have been uniquely gifted to fulfill a divine calling,
your eyes will cease wandering to and fro, ogling over the
clothes Sally has or dreaming about having Jimmy’s job or
Mary’s husband or Bobby’s wife or Susan’s house or Joe’s
country club membership. To fulfill your purpose, you must
first know and celebrate your identity!

In the age of social media, it seems like now, more than ever,
we are bombarded with images that constantly tellus: “The
grass is greener over here.” This is exactly why we want
Sally’s clothes or Jimmy’s job.

What we don t realize is:

Social media is like the “highlight reel,” often exposing



us only to the best of someone’s life. You only see the
ups and are rarely exposed to the downs or the
humdrum normaley of everyday life.

Every moment spent envying another person is a
moment spent living outside of your life purpose. God
did not create you to be jealous of who someone else is
or what they are doing; He created you uniquely to
fulfill your destiny.

It’s time to stop longing for what other people have and give
up trying to be anyone other than you. Remember, as long as
you invest your time trying to be someone else, or pursuing
what others have, you are not being the person God created
you to be.

In the journey ahead, I give you permission to stop looking
at others’ lives and quit longing for what they have. You are
going to see fromthe example of one of the most powerful Old
Testament prophets, Elisha, that your identity is not wrapped
up in someone else—it’s distinctly yours!

In the pages of Identity, you will first become reintroduced
to the God of purpose—to know and experience Him like never
before. You will also learn how to seize the destiny-defining
moments that will advance you further into fulfilling your
purpose.

You will discover why it is so important to invest your time,
resources, and energies into good soil that will ultimately
produce a harvest in your life; this is about finding your place
of deposit!



Finally, you will receive a divine blueprint in the lives of
Elijah and Elisha on how to step into the unique identity that
God has crafted for you and discover your unrealized
potential.

In the same way that Heaven had unique assignments for
Elijah and Elisha, you have likewise been awarded a specific
and strategic assignment that is absolutely exclusive to your
life.

No one else can fulfill it. No one else can carry it full term.
No one else can steward and execute it quite like you. Others
may try, but they will fail to grasp the glory that is reserved for
you.

Discover who you are.
Celebrate your unique identity in Christ.

Fulfill your purpose and be the solution the world is waiting
for.



CHAPTER 1

YOU ARE ON PURPOSE

For You formed my inward parts; You covered
me in my mother s womb. Iwill praise You, for
1 am fearfully and wonderfully made;
marvelous are Your works, and that my soul
knows very well. My frame was not hidden
from You, when I was made in secret, and
skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the
earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet
unformed. And in Your book they all were
written, the days fashioned for me, when as
vet there were none of them (Psalm 139:13-16).

For we are God s masterpiece. He has created
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the
good things he planned for us long ago
(Ephesians 2:10 NLT).

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says



the Lord. “They are plans for good and not
Jor disaster; to give you a future and a hope”
(Jeremiah 29:11 NLT).

YOU HAVE A PURPOSE

Your hands have made me and fashioned
me... (Job 10:8).

= You have a purpose.

= You were created on purpose.

= You were formed, fashioned, and knit together by a
skilled Craftsman, not by some arbitrary cosmic
explosion.

= You are not an accident.

= You are not an incident.

» You are not a mistake.

» You are not just a glob of protoplasmic material that is
the result of a reckless night or a weekend between two
passionate lovers.

= You are not just a mere mixing together of DNA.

You have a divine purpose. You were allowed access into
this dimension of life by the nod of the Creator Himself, that
you would be strategically placed at this time, at this age, in
your gender, in your ethnicity, with your gifting, and with your
talent for God’s divine purpose.

Even the wealthiest person on the planet could not offer up



any suitable form of tender that could purchase purpose.
Surely they wish purpose could have a dollar value assigned
to it, because then the relentless nagging of their souls could
be silenced. They could rest easy knowing that the one
unknown of life has been secured. Purpose is priceless, while
purposelessness is very costly.

You can live in this world and make all the money you could
ever dream of and be as beautiful as you want and be as
educated as you please and accomplish whatever you want to,
but if you die without accomplishing your purpose, you are a
failure, a reject, and a fool.

THEROOT OF PURPOSELESSNESS

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no
God” (Psalm 14:1).

The fool has said, “There is no God, there is no purpose,
there is no meaning.” He further adds, “I can do my own thing,
go my own way, live my own life.”

The fool who says in his heart, “There is no God” has
essentially said, “There is no purpose.” To divorce one’s
perspective from the reality of a Creator, a Master Designer,
and a Purpose-Author, one is rejecting purpose and meaning
as a whole. This is no small statement because it is no small
action.

The repercussions of saying, “There is no God " are far-



reaching into every arena of our lives and society. It is
downright deadly to reject the reality of a Creator, for it is that
very Creator who assigns value and purpose to the created. If
the created is without a Creator, then who or what assigns
value or purpose to the created? There are no constants.
There’s nothing certain. We are without anchors. No one
knows who they are, because they are detached fromthe truth
of Whose they are.

When Genesis 1 becomes a fairy tale and we are
disconnected fromthe fact that we were created in the “image
and likeness of God” (see Genesis 1:26), that we were in fact
handcrafted in the image of the perfect Craftsman,
purposelessness abounds. Now, more than ever, we need this
vision of the Creator and created; for as the Scripture says,
“Where there is no vision, the people perish...” (Proverbs
29:18 KIV).

The world perishes because of the purposelessness of its
people; people perish because they live without vision. I want
to invite you to consider the vision of your Creator.

The value of your Creator should cause
you to reconsider your own worth and
value.

As mentioned earlier, you are not some type of cosmic
accident. You were handcrafted and custom-made by a perfect
Creator. The value of your Creator should cause you to



reconsider your own worth and value. God did not make you in
the image of an animal. He did not create you in the image of
an angel. Rather, He created you in His very own image and
likeness.

Time after time, Scripture invites us to consider the
unlikeness of God.

Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? ...
(Exodus 15:11).

“Lord God of Israel, there is no God in
heaven or on earth like You...” (2 Chronicles
6:14).

Who is like the Lord our God, who dwells on
high (Psalm 113:5).

Because God radically stands out and above everything and
everyone else in created order, consider the precious value
that someone created in His image and likeness carries. That
someone is you.

GOD CREATED YOU UNIQUELY

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness...”
(Genesis 1:26).

Once you realize that you were created on purpose, and



created in the image of the Creator, you begin to recognize that
there are secrets stored up inside you. These are the very
secrets that must be discovered and unleashed to a
purposeless planet and a purposeless people.

There are secrets inside you that God has planted—secret
talents, secret gifts, and secret wisdom—that have been
divinely orchestrated. These gifts, talents, abilities, wisdom,
solutions, and creativities are uniquely yours. God the Creator
is multidimensional enough to create you uniquely. Trust His
design. The moment you start to embrace how you have been
formed and fashioned is the moment you step into the very
purpose for which you were created.

God is not the author of prolonged purposelessness; you
are. One of the most prevalent enemies to you stepping into
your purpose is the downright deception that “the grass is
greener.” In other words, something in someone else causes
you to reject and ultimately neglect the unique purpose within
you. This keeps you exactly where the enemy wants you, and
sadly, where the world cannot afford to keep you. You cannot
make a difference sitting off in a dark corner somewhere,
wishing that you were someone else.

Stop, stop, stop wanting to be somebody else. Do not insult
your Creator by insulting His creation. You were fearfully and
wonderfully made. Can you even fathom what the psalmist is
expressing by using those words—fearful y and wonderful y?
(See Psalm 139:14.) You were created with awe. God didn’t just
throw you together, stand back and say, “This looks good.”
Because God fashioned you in His very image and likeness, He



has a right to stand back and actually awe His own creation.
Why? It’s simply God standing in awe of His own handiwork;
God awing God. This is how He looks upon you.

In fact, God considers you a “masterpiece.” (See Ephesians
2:10NLT.) God made you the way He wanted to make you so
He could use you at a particular time in a particular way; and if
you start trying to be like somebody else, you’re going to miss
your purpose.

People don’t miss their purpose and bypass destiny
because God decides to take it away; they miss purpose
because they fail to invest in their purpose. One of the
greatest ways we fail to invest in what God has wired into OUR
DNA is through rejecting who we have been uniquely created
to be and what we have been created to bring to this moment
in history.

YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES

His divine power has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godliness... (2 Peter
1:3).

You have everything you need to do what you’ve been
designed to do and be what you were created to be. I repeat,
you have everything you need to accomplish your purpose. If
God needed you to be tall, He would have made you tall. If He
needed you to be better looking, He would have made you
better looking. If He needed you to have a voice to sing, He



would have given you a voice to sing. Everything about you
was designed with intentionality. In fact, your design is
directly connected to your purpose.

If you neglect your design and refuse to celebrate how you
were made, you will never step into who you were made to be.
We have no right to question the Potter about how He
fashioned and molded the clay.

In Romans 9:20 N1v, Paul directly confronts this issue of
questioning the Maker about how the creation was made. He
writes,

But who are you, a human being, to talk
back to God? “Shall what is formed say to
the one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me
like this?’”

God knew what He was doing when He created you like He
did. He gave you the right IQ and He gave you the right
personality. He gave you the right temperament. Do not
despise your design, for the Designer made you a certain way
so that you could accomplish a certain purpose.

Like I said, the more you disregard your design and
continue to want to be like someone else, the more you
distance yourself from stepping into your created purpose.
You, as you are, have got what it takes to be who God has
created you to be. Yes, get educated. Yes, get equipped and
trained. Yes, pursue knowledge, learning, and wisdom.
Scripture tells us to pursue these things, as anyone can have



as much of these things as he or she desires. Just don’t
despise who God has created you to be.

The Designer made you a certain way so
that you could accomplish a certain
purpose.

Start believing this. You won’t need as much counseling.
You won’t need as much therapy. You won’t be as intimidated
by other people. You won’t be jealous of other people. If you
understand your purpose, you will live in that purpose and
you will discover your gifts and your talents and what you
were put here to do.

DEALING WITH THE LIE

Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you
are the God who saves me. All day long I put
my hope in you (Psalm25:5 NLT).

And finally, whatever you’ve been through and whatever
weaknesses you have, and whatever issues you’ve had—do
not allow those weaknesses to abort your mission. Everyone
has failed. Everyone has messed up. Everyone has slipped,
fallen, gotten up, fallen again, gotten up again, maybe
wandered around in the dark for a season, moved on, efc.

The devil is a liar, and he would love to deceive you right



out of your destiny. One of the main tools he uses is reminding
you of issues, hang-ups, setbacks, and sins. Your comeback
should trump his lies every time. Your past is under the blood
of Jesus. Your sins were dealt with at Calvary. God is not
surprised by your weaknesses; this is why He promises
strength! God is not caught off guard by your setbacks and
problems.

It’s never too late to get back on the path
to purpose.

Remember, it’s not your weaknesses and failures that have
the potential to abort your mission; it’s how you see and
respond to them. If you believe your weaknesses can abort
your purpose, you will live in agreement with that lie. Nothing
—absolutely nothing—can separate you from God’s purpose
for your life unless you start agreeing with lies. It’s this type of
agreement that causes you to veer off the path God has set for
you. If you’ve been believing these lies, [ encourage you to
start disagreeing with the liar foday. It’s never too late to get
back on the path to purpose.

Irepeat—you have a divine mission to accomplish. You
cannot allow anything to come between you and your
purpose.

In the pages ahead, we are going to look at the unique
exchange that took place between Elijah and Elisha. As Elijah’s
time on earth was concluding, it was Elisha’s turn to step up. If



you need an example of someone who refused to let anything
come between himand his purpose, this plowman turned
prophet is your model. In fact, he is your mandate.

I’'mcalling for a company of Elishas to rise up in this hour,

recognize their moment of visitation, and start running toward
the divine purpose God has ready to release through their

lives.
Iecticm Questions

1. In what ways is your design (how you were made)
directly connected to fulfilling your purpose in life?

2. Why is it an insult to the Creator to question the way He
made you?

3. How can your weaknesses and failures keep you from
fulfilling your purpose?



CHAPTER 2

GET READY FOR YOUR MOMENT

So he departed from there, and found Elisha
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen before him... (1 Kings
19:19).

PREPARE FOR YOUR DESTINY-DEFINING MOMENT

Now we set out upon the journey to unlocking purpose. The
first key to unlocking your purpose is preparing for destiny-
defining moments. Be watchful, steadfast, and alert! It’s in
these moments when power meets potential, the power of God
connects with the potential within you, and you are
supernaturally catapulted into the predestined, preordained
purpose that God has assigned to your life.

Throughout this book, we will be looking at the account of
Elijah and Elisha and how their relationship is an example of



what happens when you discover your identity and purpose.

For Elisha, it began with a moment. For you, it will be the same
way. To step into your divine purpose, you need to recognize

and steward your divine moments.

In this chapter, I want us to look at how Elisha responded to
his moment of visitation. This gives us a powerful picture of
how to respond when your moment walks up to you.

It begins in First Kings 19:19:

So he departed from there, and found Elisha
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was
with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by him
and threw his mantle on him.

Based on the text in First Kings 19, I want to share some
vital keys to recognizing and stewarding your destiny-defining
moments.

DESTINY-DEFINING MOMENTS HAPPEN QUICKLY

Then Elijah passed by him and threw his
mantle on him (1 Kings 19:19b).

First of all, notice how quickly Elisha’s moment happened.
While Elisha was plowing, Elijah the prophet passed by and
threw his mantle on him. There was no ceremony or service.
They did not sit down over a business lunch and discuss the
logistics of what the mantle transference process would look



and function like. There was no red tape. There were no e-
mails. There were no phone conferences, Skype conversations,
or cross-country travel reservations. Elisha was plowing, and
Elijah—representative of Elisha’s divine moment— passed by
him and tossed the mantle upon him.

T know this example will probably mess up some people’s
thoughts. That’s good. I want to mess you up, because it’s in
the process of messing you up when the Holy Spirit renews
your mind. He’s cleaning up your thinking and enabling you to
accommodate His supernatural ways and workings.

You see, I want to mess up your expectations of how you’ve
got it planned out. So many of'us are in bondage to
preconceived ideas of how we assume God should launch us
into our purpose and destiny. If your mind can comfortably
wrap itself around a scenario, most likely the Holy Spirit is
going to uncomfortably remove the wrapping and invite you
into an elevated perspective.

The main problem with our planning is that it discounts the
power of moments— quick moments. Planning usually
involves the image of a process. We consider the ideal process
of how some certain result should come to pass. I say it again,
God wants to radically mess up your process. This doesn’t
mean you stop thinking, cease dreaming, and quit planning.
There is a difference between having a plan and being in
bondage to your plan.

Have a plan. Have a dream. Have goals. Have expectations.
Have processes. Have a picture. Have an image. Have these



things, but don’t become yoked to them. Don’t dare exalt your
plan over the power of a God-ordained, destiny-defining
moment. One divine moment orchestrated by the Master can
shift things that have taken you a lifetime to change.

One divine moment orchestrated by the
Master can shift things that have taken
you a lifetime to change.

Going back to First Kings 19:19, it appears that Elisha’s
moment could have taken place in the blink of an eye. One
moment he was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen; the next, he
receives an invitation in the form of a mantle that would
radically shift his destiny.

The same is true for you. Your day of visitation is at hand.
Your moment is waiting for you to be ready. Don’t start getting
paranoid, trying to figure out what your moment should look
like. Elisha had no clue that his moment would look like some
prophet throwing a mantle on him. In fact, it seems like Elisha
recognized his moment “after the fact.” It was only after the
mantle had fallen upon himand Elijah passed by that Elisha
turned and ran after the prophet. Even if he was a minute
behind his moment, he nevertheless recognized the power of
his moment and responded appropriately.

Your key to being ready to run when your moment of
visitation comes is simple. More than focusing on a moment,
keep your eyes fixed on the Master. When the mantle hits, it is



the still small voice of the Holy Spirit that will say, “This is
your moment, son. This is your time, daughter. Get running!”
We need to always be in a state of readiness and expectation,
as we never know when those moments will happen when
God’s power collides with our potential.

DESTINY-DEFINING MOMENTS TAKE PLACE IN THE
ORDINARY AND EVERYDAY

So he departed from there, and found Elisha
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was
with the twelfih... (1 Kings 19:19a).

Second, it is important to understand that destiny-defining
moments take place in ordinary, everyday circumstances. In
order to be trusted with a destiny-defining moment, we need to
be good stewards of the unique moment we have been given
right now.

Consider Elisha. He was simply being a good steward of
where he was at his unique moment in history. He used his
moments well, thus enabling himto be trusted with the
moment. How we spend the sumof our everyday moments
determines how we will respond to those life-altering, destiny-
defining moments that come.

I want to unpack this more, as I believe the secret to
increase in the Kingdom has everything to do with stewarding



what you have. How you handle the everyday shows God how
you can be trusted with the extraordinary. Jesus notes this in
His parable of the talents. The steward who was faithful
receives this verbal recognition fromhis lord, “Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things...” (Matthew
25:23). The “few things” for Elisha was his plowing. What are
these “few things” for you?

How you handle the everyday shows God
how you can be trusted with the
extraordinary.

When Elijjah approached Elisha, the setting was nothing
above average. There weren’t heavenly beams and angelic
choirs singing. Scripture tells us that Elisha was participating
in something very common at the time. He was diligently
plowing with the twelve yoke of oxen that were before him—
the thing that was under his charge. He was faithful with what
was before him, and this faithfulness positioned himto be in
the right place at the right time when his moment came.

Too many of us want to chase after a destiny-defining
moment; and as a result, we spend our entire lives running
after something that should be running alongside us, ready to
collide with our path. Destiny-defining moments are like
magnets to people who used their everyday moments well. Do
not despise where you are. Do not look negatively upon small
beginnings. You are where you are for a reason, just like Elisha



was exactly where he was for a reason—for that moment.

Also, too many desire a moment without recognizing that it
is the sumof everyday moments that prepares a person to
receive and run after their moment. Again, this should bring
peace to our minds, which tend to fret over how and when our
moment will come.

This might sound backward, but the truth is that those who
become obsessed with seeking out their moment are actually
ill-prepared for it and have the propensity to miss it when it
presents itself. Why? God is looking for good stewards to
trust with His greater works. He is looking for those who
appropriately steward the life they have been given before He
promotes theminto greater levels of glory, anointing, and
power.

Many people seek after promotion from the usual, when in
fact, God withholds the very thing they seek. He does not do
this out of denial, but rather out of protection. Listen, God will
protect you ffom your own promotion if that promotion has the
potential to destroy you, or if you’re not ready for it.

It’s no mystery. Those who are faithful with the moments
they have been given are positioning themselves for greater
promotion; while those striving after promotion, but are
neglecting the moments in front of them, are being spared from
a tragic downfall.

Keep in mind, it’s everyday moments that prepare everyday
people for extraordinary exploits. Character is developed in the
moments. Integrity is cultivated in the moments. The fruit of



the Spirit grow in the moments. Christlikeness, godliness, and
holiness are birthed in the moments. God is examining your
moments, for they gauge your preparedness for the moment.

DESTINY-DEFINING MOMENTS DEMAND A RAPID
RESPONSE

And he left the oxen and ran afier Elijah... (1
Kings 19:20).

The first thing we looked at was the swiftness of a moment’s
arrival. Scripture reminds us that “Elijah passed by him[Elisha]
and threw his mantle on him” (1 Kings 19:19b). A quick
moment demands an equally rapid response.

Before I continue, I want you to know that this is not some
call to run after everything and make hasty decisions. There is
balance. Elisha, no doubt, recognized that his moment was
God-birthed and God-ordained.

Before changing your life, switching jobs, moving across
the country, marrying that guy, dating that girl, or doing
something radical, the most important rapid, radical responses
must always be to the One who authors your moment.

Let your heart be like Abraham’s in Genesis 22, where he is
brought into a destiny-defining moment. God instructs
Abrahamto sacrifice his son, Isaac, giving himup as a bumnt
offering before the Lord. Pay careful attention to how the
scenario plays out. Before Abrahamtook his son up the



mountain, prepared the altar, and yes, even raised the knife
over the boy—only to be supernaturally stopped by the Angel
of'the Lord—Abraham offered a rapid response to God by
saying “Yes” to His divine instruction. God set up the moment,
and “Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac
his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and
arose and went to the place of which God had told him”
(Genesis 22:3).

Our rapid response always belongs to God

first.

Our rapid response always belongs to God first. He will
reveal the specifics. He will provide direction. His Spirit will
lead us and guide us. In order to position ourselves for divine
guidance, we must offer a rapid, definitive “Yes” to what God
is asking ofus.

Abraham did not wait around, giving himself time to talk
himself out of the difficult thing God was asking himto do.
God gave Abraham instruction, and we notice that “Abraham
rose early in the morning” to begin this journey.

He didn’t wait around, pacing the floor, giving himself the
opportunity to consider some other, user-friendly options.
First thing in the moming, Abraham got up and began walking
toward a moment that would not only define his life, but a
prophetic moment that would set up history for the moment



that would change everything. That moment would be the
Cross of Calvary.

How did Elisha respond to his destiny-defining moment?
“And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah...” (1 Kings 19:20).
Moments happen that fast.

In future chapters, I want us to look at wiy these moments
are so powerful and how they unlock the potential inside of
you. For now, we know that any God-orchestrated moment is
worthy of our rapid response. Our “Yes” to God prepares us to
say “Yes” to every decision we need to make in order to
embrace the moment that is being presented to us. Likewise,
our “Yes” to God emboldens us to say “No” to everything that
would try to restrain us from promotion.

Previously, we considered people who were ill prepared for
promotion. Just as bad as those who receive promotion who
are not prepared for it are those who are ready for promotion,
but don’t recognize its life-changing invitation that demands
their response. Run after it like Elisha did.

When your moment arrives, all bets are off. Running after a
moment cannot produce that divine moment in your life.
However, running toward a moment, when the moment
presents itself, will bring your life into alignment with the
power of that moment, and ultimately, God’s glorious purpose
for your life.

iecticm Questions



1. What do you think a destiny-defining moment looks like
for you? What did it look like for Elisha?

2. What are the three characteristics of destiny-defining
moments—and how should you respond to them?

3. What is the difference between running affer a moment
and running foward a moment?



CHAPTER 3

EXPERIENCE THE GOD OF PURPOSE

There he went into a cave, and spent the
night in that place; and behold, the word of
the Lord came to him, and He said to him,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” (1 Kings
19:9).

And we know that all things work together
Jfor good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose
(Romans 8:28).

For in him we live and move and have our
being... (Acts 17:28 NIV).

KNOW THE GOD OFPURPOSE

In him we were also chosen, having been



predestined according to the plan of him who
works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will (Ephesians 1:11 NIV).

It is by God’s divine purpose that power and potential
intersect and meet. It is a mystery that I think is worth
discussing. First things first. You need to know that the God
you serve is a strategic God. He is the God of absolute
purpose. He is the God who has a strategy, and according to
Ephesians 1:11 kiv, He “worketh all things after the counsel
of his own will.”

The God you serve is a strategic God—the
God of absolute purpose.

Nothing “just happened.” Creation was not arbitrary. There
are no cosmic blunders or mishaps. The God who created you
is the same God who brought order to chaos, formto the
formless, and purpose to nothingness. You may feel like that.
You might feel like your life is formless, your future looks void
of hope, and you have no purpose. Remind yourself, you were
created by a God of Purpose. Nothing He made was created by
accident—it was all sculpted with great skill and precision.

It was according to God’s preordained purpose and divine
design that He brought you into the world—and ultimately
saved your soul. It was not your distress signal that brought
God into your life. It was God who brought the distress signal
that made you cry out after Him. Think about it. God is not just



responding to your cry. He actually put the cry deep down
inside you. He has put eternity in your heart (see Ecclesiastes
3:11). He designed you in such a way that only He could
satisfy the deep void inside your heart (see Psalm42:7). In fact,
the deep that calls unto deep was placed inside you by God
Himself. He made it possible for you to even have a deep that
could cry out to the deep of Himself.

God is not responding to you seeking Him. He put the seek
down in you. This didn’t just happen. You didn’t just happen.
God has a unique purpose and an essential role for you to
play, and He’s working everything, good or bad, in your life
after the counsel of His own will. This should bring us great
relief and freedom.

Before we spend additional time studying how our potential
is released and how we fulfill our purpose, it is foundational
that we become acquainted with the God of Purpose. If we are
confident in His nature as the One who is strategic and
purposeful in all that He does, it will become much easier to
trust that everything is in His most capable hands.

TRUST THE GOD OFPURPOSE

For the word of the Lord holds true, and we
can trust everything he does (Psalm33:4 NLT).

In view of'this reality about God’s purposeful character, we
really ought to just stop the murmuring and complaining and
sit back and let Him drive. Trust Him! His Word holds true, and



everything He says and everything He does can be trusted. He
knows what He’s doing. He will bring into your life who He
wants to bring into your life. Conversely, He will bring out of
your life who He wants to bring out of your life.

Nothing any human being says or does
can restrain God’s purpose from coming
to pass in your life.

He has a purpose and a strategy that defies human
comprehension; and though many people don’t understand
why you are in the position or the role or the place you are in
life, haters cannot stop your destiny. Their words, their
slander, their accusations, their antagonisms, their doubts,
their mockeries, their jokes—nothing any human being says or
does can restrain God’s purpose from coming to pass in your
life.

Consider the timeless accounts in Scripture of men and
women persevering through their odds and experiencing their
destiny. Mockers could not keep Noah frombuilding an ark
and saving the world. Egyptian armies could not keep Israel
fromleaving bondage and crossing the Red Sea. Insults could
not keep Hannah frombelieving for her son. An insult-hurling
giant could not keep David fromsecuring a supernatural
victory over the Philistine army. Persecution could not keep
the Gospel of Jesus Christ from spreading throughout the
known world. The seed of each monumental victory was
everyday people trusting the God of Purpose in spite of what



everything and everyone else was saying or doing.

Your job? Continue to agree with the God of Purpose.
Remember, the enemy wants you to bow down to his lies.
These lies come in the different forms we just looked at. He
uses words. He uses memories. He uses something a parent
said, something a teacher said, something a peer or student or
co-worker said to try and deceive you right out of your
destiny. Trust the God of Purpose, for the same God who is full
of purpose is also full of power. He is also entirely sovereign.

This means that He will make sure that your purpose is
fulfilled, regardless of what people say, regardless of what
problems come, and regardless of how certain seasons of life
treat you. Keep trusting the God of Purpose. The One who
brings you through will also bring you fo.

THE ENEMY OF YOUR PURPOSE

The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy... (John 10:10 NIV).

Keep in mind, your purpose has an adversary (see 1 Peter
5:8). This adversary, the devil, recruits a number of different
methods of antagonism. These are the assignments aimed
directly at your purpose. All of the mean things people have
said, all of the mean things that they do, and all of the things
that they set out against you are weapons of the adversary,
targeted at your purpose.



Stand on the truth that “No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper...” (Isaiah 54:17 Kiv). No weapon that the
enemy aims at your purpose can dismantle it or defuse it.
Why? Because God is going to see your purpose through to
completion. The One who “began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 1:6 N1v). God’s purpose for your life will come to
pass.

No weapon that the enemy aims at your
purpose can dismantle it or defuse it.

Remember, satan is merely trying to steer you off course. He
can’t destroy your purpose. He also knows that you can’t just
lose your purpose, like someone loses a sock in the dryer or
their car keys in the sofa. He knows that his only formidable
weapon against your purpose is securing your allegiance with
his deception. When you start believing his lies over the truth
of'the God of Purpose, the devil begins to unleash his assault
against your purpose. Again, it’s not his tactics, tools, or
terrorism that have any prevailing power against your purpose.
What positions us for defeat is actually believing the enemy is
more of a threat than he really is.

One of his main targets is your identity. He challenges your
worthiness to fulfill God’s purpose by using people to attack
you. All of the lies and the spirit behind the lies that are sent
out against you, these are the enemy’s attempts to distract you
from purpose.



The more you contemplate the negative things people are
speaking against you, the less time you have to consider the
greatness of the God of Purpose. He will surely bring His plans
to fruition in your life and complete the good work He began.

Your adversary knows that by getting people to spread lies
and rumors and falsehoods about you, he is able to get you in
that comer of distraction. It’s like you are in the corner of a
room, staring at a wall that is papered in lies. The lies try to
consume your view, while God’s truth is waiting just behind
you, beckoning your refocus.

If the enemy cannot distract you with lies, he will even try to
use truth against you. He’s desperate to distract you right out
of stepping into your purpose by keeping your eyes off the
God of Purpose. If you successfully stand your ground during
his barrage of lies, the serpent will attempt another strategy.
You see, the devil is an expert at digging up the dirt of your
past and doing whatever he can to get you to stare at it—apart
fromthe blood of Jesus. The Bible identifies satan as the
“accuser of our brethren” (Revelation 12:10). You are his
target, not God. He cannot accuse you before God because of
the “better things” that Jesus’blood speaks (Hebrews 12:24),
but he knows that he can try to deceive believers right out of
their status in Christ.

My goal here is not to make us overly conscious ofthe
devil. Yet to defeat himand overcome his schemes, we must be
aware of his tactics. Paul makes this clear, indicating that if we
are ignorant of the enemy’s devices, we can fall prey easily to
his schemes (see 2 Corinthians 2:11).



One of the enemy’s greatest lies concerning your purpose is
that you are unworthy to step into so great a purpose. We just
discussed the fact that he delights in trying to veer you off
course by reminding you of your past, your sins, your
setbacks, your failures, your issues, your obstacles, your
bondages, your addictions, efc.

Here’s the truth—the God of Purpose will walk with you
through each of these. He brings hope, healing, forgiveness,
cleansing, deliverance, freedom—every solution to every
obstacle.

Listen to me. It’s not the obstacle or the failure that keeps us
frompursuing purpose; it’s what we believe about the power
ofthe obstacles that keeps us in limbo. This is where the
enemy works overtime, trying to convince us that our stuff has
the ability to keep us fromstepping into divine purpose. This
is a flat out lie. Sin, hell, and death itself cannot prevent
Almighty God fromreaching down into your mess, invading
your life, cleansing you with Jesus’blood, filling you with the
Holy Spirit, and setting you on a course for victory.

Just think about it. If death could not keep you from
stepping into God’s divine plan and design for your life, what
could possibly hold you back? God has dealt with every
possible barrier. However, there is one you will deal with
throughout your life and you must learn to confront if you
desire to walk into your destiny. This is the boundary of belief.
What do you believe about your identity and your purpose to
fulfill it? Don’t let the devil distract you.



THE GOD OF PURPOSE USES YOUIN SPITE OF
YOURSELF

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore most gladly 1 will
rather boast in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me (2 Corinthians
12:9).

We need to stop focusing on ourselves so much. God does
not use us because ofus; He uses us in spite of us. Paul the
apostle recognized this on several dimensions. He had
weaknesses that should have disqualified him from ministry.
These were not restrictive, though. God used Paul in spite of
his weaknesses, and He will use you in the same way.

Remember, it is not because of you that God chose you; it is
because of His divine purpose. Just think about it for a
moment. Why in the world would God use David to be a king?
He had no background of a king, he was not trained as a king,
he didn’t live in the palace, and he was not reared up in an
environment of kingly order. He was a shepherd boy, a goat
chaser, and yet God said, “I have found...a man afier My own
heart” (see Acts 13:22).

It is not because of you that God chose
you; it is because of His divine purpose.

Did that mean that David was perfect, or even close to being



perfect? Absolutely not. And it doesn’t just mean that David
was a God-seeker, though he definitely fit that mold. Truly, God
looked upon young David and declared, I have found the man
who is after My heart, who is afier My purpose, who fits the
spot of My purpose and destiny. I have found him. He 5 out
there in the wilderness. He fits right into the strategic purpose
ofwhat I have orchestrated, and I will use him in spite of
himself.

Now you can sit there, read these words, and act like you
don’t understand that, but if you have walked with God at all,
you have come to discover that God uses you in spite of you
—not because of you! In fact, the conditions that seemto
make you the least likely candidate for a God-sized destiny are
the very factors that maintain your humility.

The devil is trying to use our own weapons against us. We
need to know that our past is not a weapon against us, but an
anchor—a pillar. Our past, our surroundings, and our
upbringing remind us where we came from, that God stepped in
and chose us in spite of ourselves.

Once when I was being interviewed, the reporter noted that I
exhibited a humility that did not match my circumstances, and
then proceeded to ask me, “How do you stay humble, Bishop
Jakes?” Here’s my answer. I said, “Because I know me. I have
no choice but to be humble. It is by God’s grace that I stand
where I stand. He uses me in spite of me. There are things that
pulled me out of my comfort zone, that pulled me out of my
insecurities and out of my inhibitions. He pulled me. I had no
choice but to come. I didn’t come because I was wonderful or



better or perfect or superior or anything else. I came because
He drew me by His right hand. He stretched forth His hand and
said, 7 call you unto Myself, and I'm going to use you right
there.”” And the same is true for you!

YOUR PIECE IN THE PUZZLE

Though the Lord is great, he cares for the
humble... (Psalm 138:6 NLT).

You’ll never find your place until you find your purpose and
you understand how we all fit together in the grand scheme of
things.

Remember, God is the One who assigns your greater
significance. You may not see it. You may not comprehend it. It
might not compute with your natural mind, but you have to
trust the God of Purpose. He has a master plan to assemble the
pieces together in such a way that from His divine vantage
point everything fits together, everything makes sense, and
there is a perfect image of all the parts working together as a
whole.

I repeat, in order to embrace the greater significance, you
must trust the God of Purpose and not attempt to try to do His
work for Him. He is the only One capable of putting this great
jigsaw puzzle of purpose together. In order to fit in, you need
to humble yourself before God and His purpose.

Think of it this way. Everything fits together like a jigsaw



puzzle. Have you ever tried to sit down and put one of those
things together? I’'mnot good at those puzzles because I don’t
have the patience. It takes order. It takes time. It takes
meticulous observation and precision on behalf of the
assembler to fit one like piece with its corresponding part.

With me, I want the stuffto fall into place when Isay so.
And so when I start working with those puzzles, I get angry. I
get mad because there are too many of those little bitty pieces
to be running around there. You know how it goes when you
are trying to put one of those things together. One of the
pieces either fell down behind the couch and you can’t find it,
or someone walked off with one in a pocket, and the entire
project goes on hold because of the gaping hole in the puzzle.

I get no joy out of putting puzzles together. The process
gets on my nerves. My patience is not suitable for the puzzle
process. Because of'this, I try to improvise. This is where so
many of us stray fromsafety when it comes to walking down
the path of purpose. We step into uncertain territory because
of our unwillingness to wait on the Master Builder’s divine
timing and precision, and we start trying to make things fit
together.

You know you’ve tried it. When one of those puzzles gets
on my nerves and I can’t find the missing piece—or the right
piece—TI’ll take a piece that’s close to fitting and I'll try to jam
it down into the spot because it’s so close to fitting. But it
doesn’t work out. Even though it looks very similar to the right
piece, it is still the wrong piece. In trying to make a wrong
piece fit, you have to tear out something to make it become



something that it is not in order to fit into the place that it
really doesn’t fit.

Did you catch that? You need to celebrate who the Master
Craftsman has created you to be, and not try to distort or
disfigure yourselfin trying to bring your purpose to pass the
way you assume it should take place. Yes, there are growth
areas. Of course we learn, grow, change, and develop. I'mnot
talking about that. I'mtalking about who you are as the
integral piece to God’s glorious puzzle. I'mtalking about how
you have been uniquely designed, intricately wired, and
purposefully positioned.

Don’t try to become someone else in order to fulfill your
purpose. Why? As long as you strive to be someone you’re
not, you will never fulfill your purpose.

As long as you strive to be someone you’re
not, you will never fulfill your purpose.

Remember, when you attempt to malign God’s design by
fitting yourselfinto a scheme or scenario where you don’t fit,
you have to tear something in who you are. What happens
when you tear, or change yourself, to try and become someone
else in hopes of trying to fit somewhere that you don’t actual y
belong? Your little plan actual y messes up the bigger picture
of what you’re trying to do, which is ultimately fulfil purpose. I
repeat, the longer you tear yourself by trying to become
someone else, the longer you will prolong your journey toward



purpose.

God curved you where you needed to be curved, made you
straight where you needed to be straight, made you blue where
you needed to be blue, yellow where you needed to be yellow,
and as soon as you find that place where you fit... purpose
happens.

Iecticm Questions

1. How does the enemy try to distract you from your
purpose?

2. What does it mean that God uses you in spite of
yourself?

3. What can happen if you try to bring your purpose to
pass yourselfinstead of waiting on God’s divine timing?



CHAPTER 4

ELEVATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF
PURPOSE

Now when David had served Gods purpose
in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was
buried with his ancestors and his body
decayed. (Acts 13:36 NIV).

One generation shall praise Your works to
another, and shall declare Your mighty acts
(Psalm 145:4).

YOUR POSITION IN GOD’S DIVINE PROCESS

Once we recognize that God is orchestrating a master jigsaw
puzzle, we begin to live our lives very differently. Why?
Because no moment is arbitrary. Randomness is not part of the
equation. We don’t just wake up to sleepwalk through our day,



only to come home, go to bed, wake up, and start the process
all over again.

God is elevating your perspective concerning your purpose,
for there are seeds of fulfilling your purpose in every waking
moment. With every moment comes greater understanding of
your unfolding purpose. You walk with a speaking God. This is
your glory—that you know Him, and yes, understand His
unfolding plan of piecing the puzzle together. I want us to
study the process through which God begins putting the
puzzle together. This intersection is where power collides with
potential and pushes us toward purpose.

First, understand that there is a divine process for putting
the puzzle together.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God (John 1:1-2).

The Word is the logos. In the beginning, we see that the
logos was with God, and the logos was God. The logos in the
beginning was the strategy, and the strategy was with God and
the strategy was God; and on account of His divine strategy,
He pulls you in to fit a particular place and time and destiny.
He then calls you to meet who you need to meet right when
you need to meet themto draw the picture, and assemble the
jigsaw puzzle of His purpose in the earth.

Our God is the Master Strategist. Everything He does brims
with intentionality. God is not the author of coincidence; He is



the sculptor of divine providence.

God is not the author of coincidence; He
is the sculptor of divine providence.

You must keep your eyes on God’s divine strategy. If you
don’t, you run the risk of adopting the Elijah perspective. Even
though we are studying the transference that took place
between Elijah and Elisha, during Elijah’s final golden days on
earth, this prophet of power experienced some deep moments
of despair. Why? He redirected his vision away from his
purpose.

THE GREATER PICTURE OF PURPOSE

But he himself went a days journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a
broom tree. And he prayed that he might die,
and said, “It is enough! Now, Lord, take my
life, for I am no better than my fathers!” (1
Kings 19:4)

Why did Elijah want to die here? Because something was
missing, and he could not figure out what it was. His pain
starts pointing himtoward his purpose. At this point in the
story, he has gone as far as he can go without meeting Elisha.

It is in this same chapter, First Kings 19, where Elijah
experiences some of his darkest moments, as well as his finest



hour. One would think that the prophet’s finest hour preceded
this chapter, when he called down fire from Heaven,
experienced a miraculous demonstration of the power of God,
and executed the false prophets of Baal. God used himto
dramatically impact the spiritual landscape of an entire region,
allin a single scene. And yet in the following chapter, we see
the same man who experienced an overwhelming victory suffer
under overwhelming depression. How was this possible?

Some moments that appear the most
suited for purpose can actually distract
you from fulfilling your purpose.

As incredible as the victory at Mount Carmel was, that was
not the moment where power would meet potential. Don’t be
deceived. Some moments that appear the most suited for
purpose can actually distract you from fulfilling your purpose.
Don'’t settle on a high. Celebrate breakthrough and victory, but
don’t mistakenly assume that a single demonstration of God’s
power is your purpose coming to pass. Rather, it serves as a
landmark on your road to fulfilling your ultimate purpose.

There was a greater picture of purpose in Elijah’s life than
simply experiencing a significant victory against the prophets
of Baal on Mount Carmel. It would have been easy for Elijah to
mistakenly assume that a victory of that size was, in fact, the
fulfillment of his purpose on earth. Perhaps he did entertain
such a thought process. However, when we settle for small
when God has greater, the ache and groan in our spirits will



begin to push us outside of our wildernesses.

Elijah was not only in a wilderness physically, he was also in
a wilderness mentally. Elijah’s life purpose was not fulfilled in
simply calling down fire from Heaven and destroying the false
prophets of Baal. Likewise, your purpose is not fulfilled
through some notable exploit you perform, a mighty act, or
some type of spectacular feat. Even though these are God-
ordained and God-orchestrated, they are moments that
ultimately fade. Displays of power are fleeting, but
transferences of power awaken potential in others. This is
what Elijah was waiting for; he just didn’t see it at the time.

Remember, God’s vantage point includes so much more than
human eyes are capable of capturing. It’s tempting to coast on
yesterday’s victory, when in fact, God has bigger prepared. He
is the God of Greater Works. 1 repeat, God has better. His
vision is not for something fleeting or forgettable, but rather
something sustained supernaturally. This is what He was
preparing Elijah for, and yes, even used some of the prophet’s
pain to position himto anoint his successor, Elisha.

THE MULTIDIMENSIONAL NATURE OF YOUR PURPOSE

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor

are your ways My ways,” says the Lord
(Isaiah 55:8).

Your Mount Carmel victory should not be unscalable. Why?
Because your purpose is not wrapped up in a singular event;



rather, it’s your active participation in an unfolding, lifelong
process. There are landmarks along the journey, but we cannot
confuse a landmark for ultimate fulfillment. Perhaps Elijah
considered his fiery victory as ultimate purpose fulfillment,
when in fact, it was a piece of Heaven’s divine jigsaw puzzle.

Our problemis that we often mistake great victories for the
entire puzzle, and then become disappointed when another
major victory is not waiting in the wings to continue that
momentum.

We start redefining our purpose, not by the divine
orchestration of God’s unfolding plan, but rather by the size
and scope of our victories, miracles, and blessings. Remember,
these are all integral, essential parts of the journey. However,
when we assume that part of the journey has become the
whole journey, we position ourselves to live perpetually
disappointed. The very object of our purpose is reduced to
something that happened in the past. Right after your
breakthrough comes and right on the other side of your miracle
is an ominous future.

Consider it for a moment. What happens when we believe
that our best days and greater victories are behind us, not
before us? We cease pushing forward, for we see no potential
in forward momentum. That’s the danger of believing that
purpose is fulfilled in an event or a landmark moment. There is
far more to your purpose on earth than one breakthrough or
miracle, no matter how spectacular or significant it appears to
be.



It’s like believing that a piece of the puzzle is the entire
puzzle. And yet, God in His mercy gives us vision to see that
the puzzle piece has interconnected edges longing fora
complement. And you know that complement longs fora
complementary piece, and so on and so forth. This is why I
believe the puzzle analogy is most helpful in recognizing the
flow and unfolding of God’s purpose in our lives.

There is far more to your purpose on earth
than one breakthrough or miracle.

In other words, if we assume that a single victory ora
significant event in our lives marks the complete fulfillment of
our divine purpose, God is quick to remind us that what we
assume is the whole is only a part. An essential part, yes, but
still only a part. He gives us eyes to see the protruding edges
on the pieces that are meant to connect and link with other
pieces. He gives us the ability to see that what we perceive to
be the be-all and end-all actually has missing portions.

You know how a puzzle piece has missing ends and edges,
purposed to be complemented by a corresponding piece? In
the same way, your breakthrough has missing portions.
Whatever it is—a breakthrough, a blessing, a miracle, a
victory, a promotion, an increase—God’s purpose is higher
and bigger. One event is merely one piece of your puzzle of
purpose. One victory helps complete the puzzle, but is
inadequate to masquerade as the entire image.



Make no mistake, events launch us into purpose.
Breakthroughs escort us fromone level to the next. Miracles
override natural law, and position us in places that we could
not have gotten to by ourselves. We celebrate moments
without mistaking them for the ultimate masterpiece of God’s
divine design. We steward every significant event that takes
place as a push that takes us fromone dimension to the next,
one realmof glory to another. We don’t camp out at Carmel.
We don’t build a monument to every miracle—even the
outstanding ones. Even the ones where fire falls down. We
don’t pitch a tent and try to live in yesterday, when in fact
today is standing before us and we gaze, without purpose, into
an uncertain future. Instead, we must see the catalysts for
what they are and embrace their ability to move us along God’s
route for our lives.

THE MULTIGENERATIONAL NATURE OF YOUR PURPOSE

For I will pour water on him who is thirsty,
and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My
Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing
on your offspring (Isaiah 44:3).

In the same way assuming that a single significant event
could capture the fulfillment of our purpose, we severely limit
the expression of purpose when we simply focus on one
person or a single generation. Purpose is beyond you, and it is
beyond me. It is beyond our big breaks. It is beyond our
successes. It is beyond our breakthroughs. It is beyond our



victories.

In the same way that purpose was beyond Elijah, so the
expression and fulfillment of purpose is beyond a single
generation. When you collide with God’s power, the object of
trans formation is not just you. Even though you are being hit,
and you are being marked, and your true identity is being
awakened, you step into the flow of something that was going
on before you stepped onto the scene—and will continue
when you are gone. He is the God who pours out His Spirit on
descendants and offSpring.

We miss the mark when we inappropriately elevate a single
individual to a place of memorial without recognizing the role
the person played in the continuing fulfillment of the purpose
he or she served. We serve purpose, because we serve God.
Remember, God is the God of Purpose. We are here to serve
His purpose, not the other way around.

Consider King David. Scripture tells us that he “had served
God s purpose in his own generation...” (Acts 13:36 NIV).
Even the phrase, “served a purpose,” carries the connotation
that a purpose is beyond us. Purpose does not serve us; we
serve it. We cater to it. We revolve our lives around purpose.
We don’t place demands on purpose. We don’t dictate to
purpose. Instead, we let it dictate to us; and as we serve God’s
purpose in our own generation, we play a vital part in the great
unfolding agenda of God. You serve a multigenerational God.
He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

In serving God’s purpose, we submit to His plan. Serving a



purpose is not our invitation to celebrity status; serving a
purpose is the call to lay everything at the feet of Jesus and
say, “I’'min the King’s service.” The moment we take our eyes
off the greater purpose of God and its multigenerational
impact, we run into two dangers: 1) inappropriate focus on
humanity, and 2) hindering the generational continuance of
God’s purposes.

When we take our eyes off the multigenerational nature of
our purpose, we can mislead ourselves into believing that we
are solely responsible for bringing our purpose to pass. This is
both overwhelming and arrogance producing. It’s
overwhelming to believe that saving the entire world is on our
shoulders, but it is likewise arrogance producing to assume
that we have the ability to bring such a God-sized purpose to
pass by ourselves.

We must be careful to always see ourselves in the context of
the greater picture, the larger puzzle. Each person is
interconnected pieces with other generations. When someone
is divorced fromthe rightful place in the unfolding of a
purpose, the person becomes elevated beyond
appropriateness. The piece ends up receiving perverted
recognition, for it is really the completed puzzle that solved the
problem. The problem was incompletion; the process produced
completion.

The process is beyond you, and it’s beyond me. The
process involves generations locking pieces to complete the
puzzle. At one point, there was a puzzle that was missing
pieces.



However, as more and more pieces took their place in the
puzzle, the purpose came to pass and was ultimately fulfilled.
But think of how ridiculous it would be to assume that one
piece, in and of itself, sufficiently completed the puzzle. This
would be believing a lie and living in delusion. We play
integral, interconnected parts in completing the most glorious
puzzle conceivable—the puzzle of God’s purpose being
fulfilled in the earth.

You play an integral, interconnected part
in completing the most glorious puzzle
conceivable!

God’s great puzzle of purpose highlights two primary
methods of interconnectedness between pieces. First, we are
interconnected with each other in our present generation,
recognizing what gifts, talents, abilities, and resources other
people bring to the table in complementing who we are and
likewise what we bring complementing who they are. Second,
we recognize how our generation is vitally interconnected with
future generations. In Psalm 145:4, we are given one of many
examples throughout Scripture revealing God’s vision for
interconnecting generations.

This was God’s purpose in colliding Elijah with Elisha. The
puzzle did not conclude with Elijah. It would be tempting to
gaze through the annals of history and fix our eyes on this man
of power for his hour. Many of us do, in fact. We look at the
life of someone God used powerfully and place an unhealthy



amount of emphasis on that one person, when in fact we
should be looking into his or her purpose. The purpose did not
begin with that one person, and it does not end with that one
person. While we honor the call of God upon someone, we
must take it a step further and decipher the piece of the puzzle
he or she served as in that generation. Why? This gives us
clues to how the purpose will ultimately unfold.

God’s ministry of breakthrough, power, miracles, and cultural
trans formation did not conclude with Elijah; if anything, it
increased in momentum when the mantle hit Elisha. The same
is true for the work of God in this hour in your life. If you want
to take your place as a carrier of God’s purpose, you must
recognize that purpose goes beyond yourself and beyond
your generation.

lecticm Questions

1. What is the “greater picture” of God’s purpose for your
life?

2. How does your purpose have many different
dimensions?

3. Describe how you understand purpose to be
multigenerational.



CHAPTER 5

FIND YOUR PLACE OF DEPOSIT

So Elijah went and found Elisha son of
Shaphat plowing a field... (1 Kings 19:19
NLT).

MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR CARRYING PURPOSE

We just explored how purpose is much bigger than we might
have imagined. In the same way that purpose did not start with
us, it does not conclude with us. It is multigenerational. We
briefly looked at the example of King David, who “had served
God % purpose in his own generation” (Acts 13:36 NIv). He
recognized that purpose was bigger than his own piece of the
puzzle, and simply served his uniquely assigned moment in
history. Result? King David’s life continued a momentum that
ultimately birthed the Son of David, Jesus Christ.

In the same manner, Elijah sought to sow into a successor



who would continue to carry his divinely assigned purpose.
Going back in the story to where Elijah is discouraged after his
Mount Carmel victory, the Lord informs him, “7 have reserved
seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to
Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him” (1 Kings
19:18). He was looking for soil to sow into, ready and fertile for
the perpetuation of purpose.

It is important to note the principle here. Elijah was
searching for a place of deposit and could find none. He had a
mantle. He had experience. He had wisdom. He had revelation.
Elijah had so much to impart, so much to release, but it was
reserved for specific ground.

Elijah’s mantle was custom-sized for Elisha. Whether or not
this is true in the literal sense, Elisha was the only one capable
of wearing that mantle, for he was the designated place of
deposit. The person of deposit is able to don the mantle. You
see, none of the people Elijah had encountered or interacted
with, up to this point, had met the criteria for the release of
what he wanted to impart. Even though there were seven
thousand in Israel who had not prostituted themselves with
false gods, there was only one man suitable to be Elijah’s
spiritual successor. Elisha was Elijah’s place of divine deposit.
This is something we must learn to recognize if we are going to
step into our purpose.

Don’t waste your time trying to sow into unresponsive
ground. It’s got to be fertile. Listen, there is definitely a time for
you to dig in, have resolve, and refuse to back up or back
down. In these cases, your sowing is the very element God



wants to use to supernaturally break up the fallowed ground
(see Hosea 10:12). You need to exercise discernment and
evaluate whether or not the ground is worthy of your seed.

What is your seed? It’s your time. Your effort. Your passion.
Your sweat. Your tears. Your intercessions. Your contending.
Your laboring. When it comes time for you to sow and invest
into someone else, identifying that person as a potential carrier
and perpetuator of the purpose on your life, ensure that he or
she is a suitable resting place for the deposit you carry.
Otherwise frustration will overwhelm the process.

Likewise, you need to prepare your heart to be fertile ground
for what God wants to impart into your life. You really need to
grasp both sides of this principle.

For the sake of this theme, you are Elisha. Got it? You are the
one God wants to impart power into that will unlock your
purpose. With that in mind, it’s key to study how Elijah chose
a successor to sow into. This shows us who God is looking for
to collide with His power and release into divine destiny.

THE PRACTICAL SIDE OF SOWING

And he who reaps receives wages, and
gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who
sows and he who reaps may rejoice together
(John 4:36).

Before we explore this principle any further, I want you to



identify just how relatable it is to your life. I don’t assume
every person on the planet is a vagabond prophet like Elijah
who just recently called fire down from Heaven. However,
Elijah was a man marked by purpose. God had a purpose for
Elijah in his generation prepared before the foundation of the
world.

In the same way, the God of Elijah has marked you with
purpose. He has fashioned you for destiny. We reviewed this
in the opening pages. You’re not a cosmic accident; you are
the intricate handiwork of the God of Purpose. You have been
placed in this moment, at this hour, in this season of history to
fulfill your purpose in your generation, just as King David did.

What does this look like for the businessperson? The stay-
at-home parent? The plumber? The accountant? The doctor?
The coffee shop barista? The college student? The banker?
Regardless what you are doing in life right now, you have been
called to fulfill your purpose in your generation. Likewise, part
of fulfilling your purpose is making an investment in other
people and being one who is investable.

Part of fulfilling your purpose is making
an investment in other people and being
one who is investable.

I want you to have eyes opened for the divine collisions in
your life—not only for those who collide with you, but keep
your eyes open to the people God brings into your life to



collide with. You have something to release, and you have
something to receive. Yes, you. I don’t care what you’re doing
right now. I don’t care if you are a multimillionaire or some
broke college student living off noodles and peanut butter.
Purpose is beyond your socioeconomic status. Purpose is not
thwarted by the kind of house you currently live in. Purpose is
not intimidated by your situation or circumstance. If you are a
child of God, you carry the power of God—and that
supernatural power awakens potential. You carry this power,
and at any moment this same power can collide with you and
unlock possibilities that your mind cannot even fathom. All it
takes is a single moment. One encounter. A single meeting.

The key is sowing where your contribution is valued and
appreciated. Right now, the context is you making investment
into others. There will be times and places where what you
bring is not appreciated, but it is something you must do. We
can’t go through life waiting to be appreciated before we do
the right thing. That is not what [ amtalking about here.

Our context is mentorship. We’re talking about the people
you make an investment in and pour your life into. It’s about
being on the lookout for those who carry your DNA. Sure, they
might look differently, talk differently, act differently, smell
differently, and dress differently. None of those externals
matter when you see potential in that person. These are the
people and environments where you are called to invest your
pearls—the time, ability, gifting, talent, and wisdom of most
precious value.

In the same way, I encourage you to be ready. Power is out



there looking for you. Sowers are seeking those who carry the
same DNA, same heartbeat, and same vision. You may look
different, but that doesn’t matter. If you are seed-ready
ground, power’s going to hit and awaken everything inside of
you that needs to come out.

HOW TO IDENTIFY “SEED-READY” GROUND

For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh
reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap ever-lasting life
(Galatians 6:8).

Keep in mind, you cannot give your pearls to pigs (see
Matthew 7:6). No matter how tired you are of carrying them, no
matter how much you’re ready to release them, you cannot
take the things of God and give themto people who are not
ready. There are those out there looking for seed-ready
ground. What does this look like?

One of'the key characteristics is a lifestyle of one who
frequently sows to the Spirit (see Galatians 6:8). Their lifestyle
is marked by spiritual investment. They are close with God—
and you can see it. You see the fruit of their investment. Not
everyone walks in this dimension, because not everyone
stewards the seed he or she has received in the Spirit.

Think of all the believers out there. Yes, they are born again.
Yes, they are washed in the blood. Yes, they have the Holy
Ghost living inside them. Do you know how many people have



this beyond priceless inheritance living inside them, and yet
live like spiritual paupers? They live in spiritual poverty
because they sow to the flesh. Their spirit was transformed
when they were born again, but they still live like the world
lives. They still operate and think and respond and behave like
everyone else. Something happened in the core of their being,
but, hear me, they are not sowing into it. They are not
stewarding the seed of God in their own lives.

God planted a seed in their spirit when they came to Christ.
That’s the seed of His Spirit—the Holy Spirit. He’s not looking
to simply hang out, unbothered, in our spirits for 70, 80, 90, or
100 years. The Holy Spirit is a Person looking for cooperation.
He’s seeking ones who desire total invasion of every realm of
life. He’s waiting for the ones who will sow into the Spirit and
reap for themselves transformed minds, healed emotions, and
God-ward wills. This is where power is looking to invest and
impart, into lives that recognize the power of investing in
themselves. The ground must be spiritually ready. Are you?

Remember when Moses came down off the mountaintop
with glory beams shooting out of his face (see Exodus 34:29-
35)? He was ready to impart something to Israel that was not
ready. They were sowing into the flesh. They received this
glorious invitation fromJehovah, and what were they doing?
Impatience brought themto idolatry. Moses comes down and
finds them dancing naked around the golden calf and actually
has to cover the glory that he was ready to release. Why? The
people were not ready to receive on the level that he was ready
to release. Do you see the parallel? For the power inside of you



to release the potential in someone else, there must be a
readiness on their end.

Don’t be caught dancing before the
golden calf during your season of
visitation.

In the same way, for the power upon someone else to
awaken your potential, you must be ready. For you to step into
the things that God has purposed for your life, you must be
prepared and be seed-ready ground. You must be ready in
season and out of season. Don’t be caught dancing before the
golden calf during your season of visitation. Too many
believers give up just before their moment, either because they
cannot find fertile ground to release impartation, or because
they have been patiently waiting to receive the mantle of
Elisha and are losing heart. They are waiting for Moses to
come down off the mountain—and are getting impatient.

I encourage you to be ready for your day of visitation. Be
faithful. Continue plowing where God has you plowing right
now. You don’t know what it will look like, sound like, feel like,
or smell like when power comes. God’s timing is perfect, and it
is sovereign. Your supernatural setup will come in His divine
timing. Those catalysts that catapult you further and further
into your purpose by awakening greater dimensions of
untapped identity—they cannot be orchestrated by our
scheming. They cannot be set up by our own human devices.
In fact, when we insert ourselves into the process, we start



tearing up the puzzle pieces.

Think of the other examples in Scripture. Jesus came onto
the scene and said, “/ still have many things to say to you, but
you cannot bear them now” (John 16:12). There were certain
realities that Jesus restrained Himself from sharing with the
disciples because the soil was not yet ready for the
impartation. It would only be ripe and ready upon the coming
ofthe Holy Spirit.

WHEN THE STUDENT IS READY, THE TEACHER WILL
APPEAR

And let us not grow weary while doing good,
Jor in due season we shall reap if we do not
lose heart (Galatians 6:9).

When the student is ready, the teacher will appear. This was
certainly true for Elijah and Elisha, and it is likewise true for
your life. You have to be ready to receive on the next level, and
others have to be ready for your next level of impartation. By
now you have probably noticed that all of us wear both hats at
some point—teacher and student, Elijah and Elisha. All the
while you are receiving fromthe teacher, you are releasing to
students. All the while you are receiving as a student, you are
releasing as a teacher. This is the process that Jesus described,
“Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8). As
you receive more, more is able to flow through you.

When does the teacher appear on the scene? When the



student is ready. You can’t get the teacher to appear if the
student isn’t ready. The teacher has the power, and the
student has the potential. Power needs to be released. It needs
to express itself. It needs to reveal itself. However, potential
needs to be ready in order for power to be recognized and
have its full impact.

Two of the key characteristics of readiness are not growing
weary and not losing heart, as Paul wrote in Galatians 6:9. The
one who has been faithful in the former season demonstrates
the character that will sustain himor her in the new season.

Consider Elijah again. He had no place to release this power.
It felt like loneliness. Just think about the language he uses, “/
alone am left” (1 Kings 19:10). He was in a wilderness, in a
cave, and then on a mountain—in every place lonely and
depressed. Why? Your loneliness and your agony come when
you have something to release and no one is ready to receive
it. He was looking for receive-ready ground where the seed of
his impartation could find a resting place.

Take the conception process for example. Any creature will
tell you there is nothing as laborious as trying to release a
seed into a closed womb, a closed mind, an unreceptive
audience. For example, I sow the Word of God as I preach. As
much as a pastor, teacher, or preacher would love to help
regulate the receptivity of the audience, such is not the case.
Instead, the audience controls the flow of the Holy Spirit. No
amount of hype and no amount of hoopla can fake a people
ready to receive. When they 're ready, they are ready. When
they are not, they’re not. Simple as that. We can press. We can



push. We can sow and keep on sowing. Sometimes sheer
perseverance starts to break up the ground, and then as one
person starts getting hungry, others follow the lead.

Generally speaking, though, it is the recipient who controls
the flow of the Holy Spirit in his or her life. Power is looking for
recipients who are ready. Who are faithful. Who are hungry.
Who are pressing in. Who are persevering through.

Power is looking for people who are
ready, faithful, hungry, pressing in,
persevering.

I'mtalking beyond preaching. Whatever you offer, wherever
you are, and whatever your unique gifting is, for the sake of
stewarding it well and not wanting to bang your head against
the wall, find ready ground. Be the ready ground! Ask the
Holy Spirit to bring you into a collision with those who are
hungry and receptive—those who will receive and benefit from
whatever you carry. It does not matter who you are or what
your gift is.

If you’re a businessperson, the principle is the same. Yes,
there is a time for negotiation and salesmanship and marketing;
but then there are people and companies that are just not
ready to receive what you offer. Recognize this. Identify the
relationships that are not ripe for your investment and discern
the people who are ready for what you offer. You know what
I’'mtalking about. There are people and situations that are just



not ready for the glory that you bring.

On the other side, those who are receive-ready will actually
draw the glory out of you. They will pull the revelation,
potential, gifting, and anointing right out of you. This is what
Elisha did for Elijah. Elisha was receive-ready, and Elijah—the
teacher—showed up on the scene. There was a mutual
recognition that each man was ready for what the other
brought to the table.

There’s another person inside you that the world has not
seen yet. The time wasn’t right before. You had to go through
enough trouble, enough pain, enough agony, enough failure to
get ready for this moment. But you’re ready now. The teacher
is appearing. The student is plowing. Remember, you are both
the teacher and the student. Continue to sow; but at the same
time, understand that to get to your next level, you need to be
ready ground.

Look for a place to make a deposit of everything down
inside you while waiting for the deposit that’s coming your
way. Yes, you’re going to talk to some people about it, and
they’re not ready to even hear what you have to say. They’re
not ready for what you’re discovering in these pages. Don’t be
frustrated when someone can’t handle your glory, your gifting,
your anointing, your revelation. Don’t get upset because the
ground is not ready yet. What’s the solution? Find someone
who has been praying and crying out for what you carry. Make
the deposit in his life. Make the deposit in her life. And when
the power of what you carry meets the potential inside that
person, something supernatural will happen.



Iection Questions

1. What is the “place of deposit™?

2. Why is it so important for the ground to be receive-
ready? How can you be that receive-ready ground?

3. What does the following statement mean to you: “When
the student is ready, the teacher will appear”?



CHAPTER 6

IDENTIFYING UNREALIZED POTENTIAL

...Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him,
and he was with the twelfth... (1 Kings 19:19).

UNSEEN POTENTIAL

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and
the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from
that day forward... (1 Samuel 16:13).

You carry a glory. There’s something deep inside you that
requires a meeting with God’s power in order to be released.
Your potential is awaiting activation. Elisha remains unrealized,
unknown, obscure, and unseen until his meeting with Elijah.

This is what happened with King David. He was unseen—



literally. While his brothers looked like royalty, it was the boy
with the unseen character and unseen heart of worship and
unseen victories over the bear and the lion to whomthe
prophet Samuel was drawn. He was the man for the mantle.
God is looking to bring the unseen into the seen by using
power to release your potential.

Something deep inside you requires a
meeting with God’s power to be released.

Scripture is silent about Elisha unti/ his meeting with Elijah.
We don’t get the privilege of learning his backstory. We’re not
told about his family life. We’re left in the dark about his
upbringing. Does this mean Elisha was unimportant before
Elijah? No. Rather, the Bible gives us a glimpse into select
moments where ordinary faithful men and women are launched
out into their divine destinies. Before their collisions with
power, they are still significant and valuable people. They
simply carry unrealized and untapped potential. It’s the
intersection with power that draws out potential. It’s the
mantle that brings the unseen into the seen.

Scripture reveals example after example of those who
experienced divine intersections with power, saw a release of
potential, and ultimately stepped into the momentum of divine
purpose.

Noah found favor in God’s eyes. He had a family. He had a
life. He had a concept of normal. And then God called himto



build a boat that would ultimately save the planet. One
intersection with power brought Noah out of the unseen into
the seen.

Abrahamhad a story. He had a homeland. And then God
called him out. Power met Abraham’s potential, and he began
a journey toward stepping into his purpose. He left his
homeland, dwelt in tents as a nomad, and ultimately had a child
at an old age through a wife (who was long past the age of
childbearing) who would go on to establish a heritage for
generations to come.

Joseph was unseen until Pharaoh heard that Power enabled
himto interpret dreams; he asked Joseph to interpret his own
dreamand, in turn, made Joseph prime minister of all Egypt.

Moses was an unseen shepherd in the wilderness until
Power met himat the burning bush.

David was unseen until Power anointed him and said,
“You 're the King of Israel.”

Jesus was even unseen until He was 30 years old, and
Power opened the heavens and anointed Him.

When Isay Power, I amreferring to One Power. 'mnot
making reference to some ambiguous mysticism. ’'mnot
talking about some otherworldly force or energy. I'm
specifically addressing the power of the Most High God. Apart
from His power and ability, we can do nothing (see John 15:5).
In every situation we read about, there is a catalytic collision
between God’s supernatural power and a person’s potential



that brings themout of the unseen and into the seen.

A catalytic collision between God’s
supernatural power and your potential
brings you out of the unseen and into the
seen.

Until First Kings 19:19, we do not meet Elisha. He is unseen
potential. Elijah hears about him. God gives Elijah instruction
on meeting himand what he will ultimately accomplish.
However, until the collision with God’s power, Elisha remains
out of public view.

Do you feel unseen? Do you feel out of public view? Are
you living in that place of obscurity right now? Listen, I realize
there are people out there who want to be seen. No, they need
to be seen. Their grand pursuit in life is self being seen. They
depend on being noticed and recognized and celebrated and
catered to in order to maintain their self-worth. That’s not what
I’mtalking about here. You’ve lived satisfied in the secret
place, but you recognize there is something inside you that
you offer the world. It has not yet been revealed or released. It
has nothing to do with you becoming a celebrity or a diva and
has everything to do with you being receive-ready soil.

UNREALIZED POTENTIAL

Do not despise these small beginnings, for



the Lord rejoices to see the work begin...
(Zechariah 4:10 NLT).

Elisha was not only unseen potential, but he was also
unrealized potential. As he plowed, surely he thought to
himself, / don t even know what I've got, but I know that
doing what I'm doing is not my destiny. Plowing was a day of
small beginnings, but it was the plow that positioned him for
the mantle. Elijah found Elisha while he was plowing. Do you
feel like Elisha—that you’ve got something, maybe you don’t
even know how to define it, but you know there is something
more than what you are currently doing? That ache in the very
core of your being, constantly reminding you that where you
are cannot define who you are and for what you have been
created. What you’re doing right now cannot shape your
vision and expectation of what you will be doing for the rest of
your life. We are diligent in our present season, all the while
recognizing that the potential inside us is not merely reserved
for where we are right now, but it’s unrealized.

In the same way we realize that we left our keys on the
counter or we realize that we left our credit card at the
restaurant, there are moments in your life when someone
realizes the potential inside you. The person recognizes what’s
there—maybe you don’t even see it, but someone does. Power
does. When you realize something, it compels you to act.
When Elijah realized the potential inside of Elisha, it caused
himto pass by and toss his mantle upon him.

Unrealized potential always involves your



supernatural capability.

Before this incredible transference took place, Elisha had
been plowing in the fields. He was working in the dimension of
the natural, praying through the pain of working in this
dimension of the natural. Unrealized potential always involves
your supernatural capability. The things deep inside you are
the very things that solve the deep needs and longings of
humanity. This is beyond philanthropy, humanitarianism, and
service. While these things are important, they are expressions
of what’s real y inside you. There’s supernatural potential
buming in your natural frame. While there are gifts, talents,
and abilities you have that are clear to everyone who sees you
and knows you, Eljjah cal s out the deeper things. Power cal s
out the supernatural. Power commissions your ability to
accomplish the impossible. Power summons you into the
depths. Power invites you into the heights.

Elijah did not walk by Elisha, place his mantle upon him, and
invite this plowman into a new dimension of natural work. In
other words, Elijah did not summon Elisha into greater levels of
plowing. Whether it was plowing in the field of a king,
president, or prime minister, the natural act of plowing was not
being called out of this man. In the same way, collisions with
power, intersections with Elijahs, are not intended to simply
upgrade what is already visible in your life. Elijah calls out the
deeper things. He summons what’s beyond the surface. He
calls forth the things we didn’t even know we had; and yet we
somehow recognize that there is more to life than merely



plowing a field.

Don’t be satisfied settling for some type of natural upgrade
and then calling it supernatural. Supernatural cannot be some
term we assign to an extraordinary natural act that we are still
capable of accomplishing through our own human effort,
ingenuity, and skill. Many of us mistakenly assign the
descriptive “supernatural” or “miraculous” to everything that
requires just a little bit of extra sweat. ’'mnot demeaning the
things we accomplish as human beings. God divinely knit us
together with wisdom, skills, abilities, creative expression,
fortitude, grit, gumption, and perseverance to do incredible
things.

Humankind has built skyscrapers, gone to the moon,
painted, sculpted, and crafted. Because of zow humans are
created, we are capable of creating. We celebrate the potential
of humanity. We cheer on what we are capable of doing simply
by how we were assembled through divine design. That’s not
what I want us to focus on right now.

Iwant to mess you up a little bit. I want to start a riot in your
mind when it comes to your true potential. You have the
potential to build a building of bricks and mortar, but you also
have potential to transform the planet. You have the potential
to fly to another galaxy, but also have the potential to change
the culture to reflect your heavenly homeland. It might be
unrealized right now, but it’s there inside you. These realities
are possibilities for you, even though they might be unrealized
right now.



Unrealized potential causes us to ache to experience the
supernatural power that ultimately unveils our true potential to
the world.

LOVE THE ACHE AND KEEP PLOWING

Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the
love of God and into the patience of Christ (2
Thessalonians 3:5).

Iencourage you to love the ache inside that reminds you of
what’s available, but currently not in operation. Why? Too
many of us suppress this ache. We downplay the ache.
There’s a cry within us for more, but we don’t know what to do
with it. So many ofus try to push mute on this ache for more.
It’s relentless; but the fact that it is unceasing until satis fied
should cause us to celebrate what’s available rather than settle
for what is presently accessible.

There are realities available to you that
you are not yet walking in.

Plowing was Elisha’s present-accessible reality. However,
just because he was faithfully plowing did not mean he was ill-
prepared for his moment of power. He was prepared because
he did not run off and pursue some counterfeit version of what
the deep of himsurely longed for. I repeat, there are realities
available to you that you are not yet walking in. Don’t be



disappointed that you are not walking in them... yet. Celebrate
that they are available to you, and trust the God of Purpose to
bring you into greater alignment with your supernatural
purpose at His ordained time, through His methods.

Remember, purpose is recognized, experienced, and realized
through those moments and meetings with power. Patience is
absolutely required if we want to protect ourselves from
settling for an inferior alternative.

This is what happens to those who are plowing—and grow
tired. They become weary. They have not come to love the
ache, but rather are desperate to silence its nagging noise. Day
after day, night after night, as they plow in their place of
present assignment, the ache within reminds them that another
reality is available.

Rather than trusting the God of Purpose and waiting for His
power, we give up. We kick the ox. We toss the plow aside. We
leave the field—running. Our quest becomes to silence the
ache instead of waiting for God to satisfy it. As a result, we
pursue counterfeit solutions to the ache for purpose.

Every attempt to satisfy our ache with second-rate pleasures
will prolong our true launch into supernatural purpose. We try
to access our potential, not through God’s power, but through
our own pursuits. Our pleasures. Our passions. These things
will never ultimately silence the ache within.

Patience prepares us for the power that unleashes our
potential. Just as patience protected Elisha fromsecond-rate
pursuits and prepared him for Elijah, so our patience actually



helps enforce the character and integrity necessary to sustain
the power that satisfies the ache. Elisha must be ready in order
to receive Elijah’s mantle. One key readiness factor is
maintaining patience in the process of waiting, while also
celebrating the ache that prophesies to us:

“Elijah is coming!”

“Power is at hand!”

“Things you didn’t even know you had living inside
you are getting ready to come forth!”

Idon’t believe it was a mistake that Elisha was found
plowing, because plowing teaches you how to break up the
hard places. Plowing teaches you that you cannot put a good
seed in ground that is not prepared. Plowing is a process
dedicated to readiness. Plowing teaches you seedtime and
harvest, sowing and reaping. Plowing teaches you discipline
and focus. Plowing teaches you how to follow. Plowing
teaches you alignment.

Everything you have ever done has been
in preparation for what you’re about to
do.

There’s a right kind of people for you to be aligned with and
a wrong kind of people. The ache cries out for the right people
and will be satisfied with the wrong ones. It has to be lined up.
Your relationships have to be lined up. You can’t go out and
plow just anywhere. There’s a strategy. There’s a structure.



There’s a purpose. There’s a plan. There’s a seed. You think
you’ve been doing something that’s beneath your anointing,
but everything you have ever done has been getting you
ready for what you’re about to do.

Plowing prepared Elisha for Elijah. Whatever you’re doing
right now is preparing you for the next level. Everything you
have ever done, every job you have ever worked. Everything
that you thought was a deadbeat situation, every relationship
you thought was beneath you—all of it was training for the
promotion that is about to break forth in your life. Elijah’s
coming, and he’s looking for a plowing Elisha.

Where will you be found on your day of visitation?

lecticm Questions

1. What is unseen potential? Unrealized potential?

2. What is “the ache” inside of you? How should you
respond to this ache?

3. What are the dangers of impatience while waiting for
your moments and meetings with God’s power?



CHAPTER 7

UNWRAP THE GIFT OF EXPOSURE

Then Elijah...threw his mantle on him (1
Kings 19:19).

THE KEY THAT UNLOCKS POTENTIAL

Potential was plowing in the field, all the while waiting for
something. Someone. A moment. A miracle. A collision. A
release. A deposit. An impartation. An encounter. Potential
was waiting for something, not knowing what that something
would look like. The same is true for you. You carry unseen,
unrealized potential. There is an ache inside you, constantly
reminding you that more is available than you are currently
seeing and experiencing.

All of the factors are in place. You are following Elisha’s
example and faithfully plowing wherever you have been
positioned. You are not looking to the right or the left. You’re



not allowing yourself to become distracted by other pursuits
or counterfeit passions. With focus and fortitude you have
made a resolution to move forward. You’re not quitting. You’re
not stopping. You’re not slowing down. You’re not running
off. You’re not taking an indefinite coffee break. There’s
something in you waiting for something out there.

This brings us to the next step in the story of Elijah and
Elisha. One day, Elisha looked up and saw Elijah. Potential
looked up and saw power. What did power look like? The first
expression power took was exposure. Exposure is a key that
unlocks your purpose and identity. Power gives your identity
exposure. Power can take obscurity, and in a moment, in a
second, in an instant—through exposure—bring its potential
into full view. Don’t ever doubt the life-shaping power of one
moment of exposure. You can’t buy it. You can’t manufacture
it. You can’t make it happen. Anything you strive after in the
realm of exposure will always be a second-rate copy of the
exposure released through a divine collision with power.

Power can take obscurity and in an
instant—through exposure—bring its
potential into full view.

Elisha could have spent his entire life, as many people do,
pursuing exposure for himself. Many ofus run after something
that, once we get it, we only experience its true ability in minor
measure. Think about it. Here we are, plowing away, doing
what God has called us to do and being where God has called



us to be. Again, because of impatience and because we
assume we can make something happen more effectively and
efficiently than God, we run out and pursue exposure for
ourselves.

I'mnot saying all forms of pursued exposure are wrong. We
need communications divisions. We need marketing
campaigns. We need to get our message and materials and
products and services out there. But there’s a difference
between marketing and manipulation. Do you see where I'm
coming from? Marketing is stewardship of our services, gifts,
talents, abilities, products, and resources, exposing themto
people who will benefit from their use— while manipulation is
trying to become someone through manufacturing exposure.

You can market all day long, that’s fine. But when you know
that, deep down inside, God has created you for something
supernatural and significant, the worst thing you can do is run
out and try to manufacture the exposure that will launch you
into destiny. Again, exposure through marketing and
communications is normal and natural; but the pursuit of
exposure to actually fulfill your destiny, become who you were
created to be, and step into your purpose is taking matters into
your hands that they are not fit to carry.

Remember, only God can set up the exposure that is the key
that unlocks your identity and propels you into your purpose.

THE GREAT GIFT THAT POWER DELIVERS



But I have raised you up for this very
purpose, that I might show you my power and
that my name might be proclaimed in all the
earth (Exodus 9:16 NIv).

One moment Elisha was a nobody out plowing fields. In the
blink of an eye, he went frombeing a nobody to becoming
successor to the greatest prophet in the land. Surely one of the
greatest gifts you can give to anybody is exposure. God did
this time after time. Again, reflect on Moses. One moment
Moses was an obscure shepherd living in the wilderness; the
next he is summoned to deliver a nation and demonstrate the
power of God before the world’s major superpower, Egypt.

One of the greatest gifts you can receive is exposure.
Powerful people have influence, and influence is the
foundation of exposure. Influence is what gives substance to
exposure. Influence gives someone’s exposure worth.
Anybody can try to give you exposure. However, the only
exposure that has the ability and power to unveil your true
identity is exposure that comes froma source of value. Again,
this source is influence. Only a person with influence has the
ability to bring you valuable exposure.

Elijah had something of value to offer Elisha. There are
people out there who think they are valuable; but in the end,
they are just empty suits. They want influence. They crave
power. They pursue recognition. Unfortunately, they are in it
for themselves. They are me-centric. You don’t want what they
have, because they have nothing more than a fagade. They
might be able to dazzle you for a season, but when the dazzle



wears off, they are void of anything raw or real. They are
without substance, and it’s substance that gives value to the
exposure you receive.

Wait for the real; don’t settle for the phony, the fake, or the
flimflam. Impatience compels us to make some ridiculous
moves. While waiting and plowing and waiting and plowing,
we might see people who appear to “have it all.” They look like
they’ve got the power and prestige. You’re looking at them,
but they are not looking at you. In fact, nothing you do seems
to be able to get their attention. This is not God restricting
yous; this is God preserving you. He is protecting you from
falling prey to people who would invariably over-promise and
under-deliver. Trust His divine timing. Wait for Elijah. Don’t go
chasing after every prophet who comes to town. Don’t make
just anyone your mentor. Don’t try to manufacture a meeting
with power, when in fact, the person you think offers exposure
has nothing to offer you.

Elijah was the real deal. He delivered the goods. He had
what could push Elisha into the next dimension. The exposure
Elijah offered carried significance and weight. He carried true
greatness; and when God exposes you to greatness, even for
the briefest of moments, if you have potential inside of you,
when power passes by that potential, there is a cataclysmic
explosion that takes place. Both will always recognize each
other. Powerful people recognize potential in people, and
people of potential know power when they see it. Whenever
they pass by one another, potential says, “Now I get it! Now I
see it! Now I understand it! Now I realize it!”



Then power says, “Do you know who you are, potential?
You are standing on the verge. You think you’re impressed
with this. There’s twice as much in you as there is in me, and
when we meet....”

Elisha kept plowing and Elijah found him. Depending on
what God has called you to do, your moments of exposure will
come. Not everyone receives the same exposure because not
everyone is designed to do the same thing. And remember,
exposure comes, not by you chasing after it, but by you
remaining faithful in your season, in your moment, in your job,
in your family, in your project, in your everyday life. Power that
brings exposure is attracted to the faithful, for it is the faithful
who can survive the pressure and weight of exposure.

ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR MOMENT?

“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in
sincerity and in truth...” (Joshua 24:14).

Faithful plowing reveals a heart that is ripe and ready for an
encounter with power. Many people live in the waiting room,
not because of God’s unwillingness to promote, but because
of their unwillingness to be faithful in their current life
situation. Faithfulness and integrity are key qualities to
promotion through exposure. God is seeking those who serve
Him in sincerity and truth. He’s looking for those who are
hungry for the next level, but also understand that the key to
stepping into that level is being faithful where they are.



Faithfulness and integrity are key
qualities to promotion through exposure.

Exposure is the greatest of blessings for the one who carries
potential and stewards it well through a lifestyle of
steadfastness, faithfulness, and integrity. This person is
poised for the touch of power that releases the exposure
needed for living in the next dimension. However, exposure can
bring complete destruction and untold ruin to the life not ready
for everything that accompanies it. God denies exposure for
the sake of protection, not restriction. Anything that would
hinder us from walking into our purpose is a red flag as far as
Heaven is concerned.

Many have been crushed by preseason promotion. They
have pushed their way through the crowd, and instead of
waiting for divine timing, they knocked down the door and did
what they could in order to secure the object of their desire. A
promotion, a blessing, or a breakthrough received before we
are ready for it can crush us under its weight. This is not to
say God expects perfection fromthose He blesses. Time after
time, it’s His blessings that invite us into new levels of
maturity and development. At the same time, [ am not referring
to a deliverance frombondage or a healing froma disease right
now. I amtalking about a promotion that takes you into a new
level, a new dimension, and a new season of life.

If you don’t have what it takes to stand strong in your new
season, then the very thing that was meant for your blessing,



in due season, could harm or even destroy you preseason.
This is why patience cannot be emphasized enough. Elisha did
not find Elijah preseason. That mantle could have killed him
before that divine moment. The responsibility would have
been too much for him. He needed to plow more. He needed to
learn the value of hard work, time management, and discipline.
Elisha was not perfect when Elijah found him, but he was
prepared. He was ready for his moment.

Are you ready for yours?

Iassure you, as you continue to faithfully plow in this
season, God Almighty is faithfully preparing you for the next.
Every moment you continue in the natural, faithfully plowing,
faithfully working, faithfully going to school, faithfully serving,
something supematural is taking place behind the veil. Your
lifestyle of faithfulness attracts the gaze of Heaven. Every
moment you stick to the plowing process, you are becoming
more and more fit for your meeting of power and moment of
exposure.

You don’t even know what’s going on inside you. You are
gloriously clueless to what the Creator is working on and
weaving behind the scenes. You may feel like you’re sitting in
the back. You might feel unnoticed and unrecognized. You may
even feel like saying, “If T have to plow one more day, one
more time, one more moment, I’'m gonna throw that thing in the
ditch.” Yet there is something pushing you. Someone is
compelling you to keep going. Keep plowing. Keep reading.
Keep studying. Keep working. Keep giving. It doesn’t matter if
no one knows your name. You may have no recognition



whatsoever.

The truth is, you are potential ready for action. There’s
potential energy inside you just waiting for that push of kinetic
power. You are stationary until that one bump, one push, or
one spark comes along and launches you right into the next
dimension.

Your moment is at hand. That’s why you can’t be satisfied.
That’s why you can’t sit back and look around. You are
potential waiting for power to release you into your full
identity and purpose. You’re just waiting for the hookup. And
as soon as you get that hookup, you’re going to go up. You’re
next in line for the hookup. You are not forgotten. You are not
on some shelf somewhere. The eyes of the Lord God are upon
you. His favor surrounds you. His glory is within you. His
power is around you.

You’ve been plowing in the field waiting for the right time,
waiting to be in the right place, and waiting for the right mantle

to pass over you. Get ready. Power is coming that will expose
your true identity and unlock your purpose.

iecticm Questions

1. How is exposure valuable when it comes to releasing
your potential?

2.Is it possible to pursue false exposure?

3. What happens if you experience exposure before you



are ready for your “moment?” Why would God deny
exposure to you?






FINAL THOUGHTS

How is it possible that people can go through their entire
lifetimes, desperately searching for significance and purpose,
and yet, never feel as though they found it? Simple. Many
reach the end of'their lives with regret and disappointment
because of how much time and energy they invested trying to
be someone else.

I want things to be different for you. Page after page of
Identity has been crafted with one purpose: to remind you of
who you are.

You are the only you that there will ever be. Ever.
Throughout history, you are unique.

You are one of a kind!
No one else can do things just like you.
No one else can process and understand like you.

You may notice slight similarities between you and others,
but believe me—you are an original.

For every original man and woman that God created, there is
an original purpose for his and her life.

Others might come alongside to help you along the journey.
People might mentor you, sowing into your personal



development. God might even bring an “Elijah” figure into
your life who has already gone where you are going, and can
give you a very unique vantage point on walking out your
purpose. Leaders may lay hands on you and release
impartation.

Celebrate all of these as the catalysts they are meant to be,
while also recognizing that no person, no leader, no act of
impartation, or no mentor has the ability to fulfill your purpose
for you. Only you have that power! God created you unique so
that, through you, He could boldly express a facet of His
character that no one else in history could! Think of it. Who
you are reflects Creator God to the world in a way that no one
else ever could—past, present, or future. The more you step
into your purpose, the more brightly you will radiate God’s
nature.

Get ready. As you discover who you really are, you will
never want to be someone else again!
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